ALASKA GIVES WARNING.

gARDSHIFP AND DEATH IN THE
pATII OF GOLD SEEKERS

¥o Timn Now for Tendeefeol 1o Try to Rench
the Biggines-Trading Compunies Unable te
Furitsh Provislons fer 1ha Miundreds Whe
Fapeet to Winter In the Hlondike Meglon.

Jusrar, Alnnka, Aug. 0,1t {a time to tsll
agaln bome plain facts abont the diMeulties of
gotting goll in Alaska.  Alnskn foresaw all
alonig 1ast spring that there would be a tremen.
dous riish Into the interior this semmer, but not
the wilidest {magination could have dronmed of
anyihing like what bas ocsurred, The reporta
prought ont from the Klondike by the two or
thron parties which came out last winter with
mall from the ininrior were such as to exclte
aven old Alanknnn who have got used to stories
of bl niriken in the pincer diggings and are not
easily carriod away by that sort of excitement,
put even sonthenst Alnska wan not prepared for
any much stories as have come over I.ho'pm or
down from Bt Alichnel this summer. Nor was
ft propared for the tremendons excltement
which thaae stories have creatod in tho States,
The resull Hns been A rush such asold Forty-
pitiers way eclipaes tha stampedo for California
whan the firat Alscoverfos woro made thore

Tt is (i peastble, probably, to convey to people
of the Btates who have never scen such a rush
for goll, and who have nover been enrried nwny
by piich exeltement, an mdegqunte notlon of the
eondition of things up here now. Alnska fn
prerriin with nien, many of them unprepared
for the tromendous difionities and bhardships
which they are cortain to undorgo, but nearly
all of whom seem to expoct that they will be
ablo to plek vy gold by the handfl if they can
enly got into tho famous Klondike diggings.
Bober minded men of vxperience who have Hvoed
wp hero long enmigh to neo other stnmpeden—
though none of Any such magnitudo an thiv—
pome to thelr naturalend in failure shake their
heads and prophesy dismally of what s to be
pxpected from the winter, The men who come
over the pass next January will bring out with
them atories of the most desperate hardship and
suffering, and it will be n great marvel if they
do not have to relate hurlrlblu accounts of star-

tion and death by freczing,
"]n spite of all the wartiings that have been
pted and sent put from men famillar with
!:. aituntion, the tenderfeet koop rushing in
literally by the thousand. They haven't the
falntest idoa of what gold getting in the Interior
pf Alaskn means. Hundredes of men have come
bp here who don't know anything whatever
shout endurance or physlcal hardship. They
pre bank clerks, law clerks, clerks In stores,
en of sedentary hablis, men who never
vo done one good day's hard work out of doors
thelr lives, narrow-chestad, thin-shanked, soft-
uscled men, who can no more endure the work
panning gravel than they can get down to It
ugh the froren surface dirt in order to pan

t. Judged by the tests of sans men, Alaaka is

of lunatics now, and a large asylum would
pot accommodate a small proportion of them.

Four thousand men, it 1s estimated, are camped
pow along the beaches at Dyea and Bkaguny
waiting for an opportunity to get over the passes.
1t is doubtrul If more than ns many hundreds

over. A good many of them, undoubtedly,
will give up and go back to the States. They
are beginning to do that already, but even thelr
warnings, sdded to those of experienoced Alns-
kans, apparently have no effect on tho onward
rush. The boats that come upfrom below are
jammed to the guand reils with men and freight.
They are bringing all sorts of things here,
wme of the most amaging outfits that were
trer dovised, and that show how completely

\bo men who bring them fail to realize what
Ihey are undertaking, Thecondition of the in-

joming bosts Is laughable, Every stateroom,
trery bunk in every cabin is cocupled. Men

pleep on the decks. A® night the tables in the
mlioons are olsared and mes make up thalr el
bunks there. Apparently it ls any way to get to :ﬁ:;ﬁ‘:‘:éa"&t@fn‘:r@oum::ﬂd.
Aluks, and I It wasn't so far & good many
would try to swim. They asen i think thatall

thoy neod {5 to be here in order to geot rich, .
Whatever opportunity thére may be for men
who come up im the spring, it is the absolute
fact that there 1s no chance for men who start
now, exceph the chance to starve and freoze,
The experience of other years proves that this Is
po. The great stampede to Cook Inlet two
yoars ago oughtto be enough evidence If there
was nothing more, but there is more, It is worth
while to consider the experiences which the men
who have wintered in the interior in other years
bave bad. Last year probably more men stayed
in the Yukon than ever before in the history of
Alaska’s gold diggings. No accurate censusof
them could be made, but it is not probable that
pore than 2,200 lived through the winter on
the Yukon, Twenty-five hundred certalnly is an
extremely liberal estimate. The two trad-
Ing and transportadion companies, tho Alas-
ka Commercial and the North Amerl-
can, have been taxed to the utmost of thelr
Bbility heretofore to take care of tho winter
wollers on the Yukon , who have increased in
umber only st an ordipary rate. Tho maln
depota of the trading companles are st St
Michasl Island, a short djstance from the
mouth of the Yukon. Tho companies have to
take their suppliea 1,800 milen up the river to
ﬁl to their trading poats. The river ls open at
o most about four months, The stenmers are
of necessity of lght draught and not of groat
power. It 1a lmpossible for thew to make great
againat the swift curront of the Yukon,
ey are advertisod Lo make four Lrips u year,
Bt Michael to Forty Mile; but only in the
most favorableo seasops have they been able
nocomplish  that, Usually the last boat
gﬂu up somewhere down below Clrcle Clty,
¢ timoes as far down as the mouth of the
anana. The result has been that every year
vialons in the posts have run short. ‘I’h s
t winter flour sold for almost a dollar a
und. The last parly that camoe out on tho loe
ncm Juneau In March. Flour at Circle Clty
Waa then solling st 8368 por Afty pound maclk,
and Wiat was at least six wooks before Lhers
eould bo any hope that the lee would go out and
vethe trading companies a chance to get in
ow supplies, Polatoes had all given out, and
Ew were beginning to suffer from scurvy,
inu-d Kone Lo enorimous prices, nnd bacon
t&_a no longer to be had,
ow that was in an ordinary year. This yoar,
course, the trading companies undors
t thore would po nn ingreased yush to the in.
rior. Newn of Klondike's strikes had already
0 out, and it was certain that a larger num.
of men than ever would undertake to find
une slong the l;!x‘}nn or ita tributaries. Hut
com uﬂn 0! not foresee the tremon-
us rush which the midsummer refum from
ienitibad e, T S ane
| 0 B BDY T nable es
of the nurulm-’o meon for whom they would huve
:g caro thils winter until it wias slinost too late
make ﬂr oxtra E:arnmuoul.

The wild stam to the Yukon began at
t abaug m‘:o:rhun the comrmiu were
bending Lthelr last ts from Bt Michaol. The

companlos have made l.hulrmhut efforts to got
[ luﬂ;ltnl up the river. Kyory sort of eruft

st could In any way made avallablo hus

n Drumf into service, but it was impossible
to wake anything lke adequate preparation
for the demands which are certain to o
ou the companles’ stores this wintor, The nor-

tmal lnore of population in the ¥ ukon would
Lo' have more than 600, If, indeed, us
l.irb ut:l. that, : 4 n);_ z.liom tEmn"lm\m uu:
Passod oxpoc L] o 1]
b winger at it not until th:y r‘o"m 0
Ir fortunee, more are wal
ery of tﬁuu ﬂau com
voly, hu; outhits, ost of Lhem
ve been falrl muﬂ with woney, They
vo hoard ths are wmmlurn
the interior w have well-s od ator sml
bey have all on for provisions, T&'w
posal ﬁ"l?r most nmr Lo come out
o winter. The over pass ln the winter
& deaperato » Only the most ex-
rlenced and ukoners undertake it
these tenderfeat try IL th spows next
Bpring will rev, o
Ho much for

s pattay of mvu'lm u-ﬁlg.'
gomethiog ubout the diieully of gotiing i
ho Yuko Thnmarowm ie o
COnsL range ﬂ“‘ crossed, o t Iar
oup in the koot, beca m"mouﬁr"ﬂm-
¥-suven miles to be luv'a‘l’ul tidewater to
ko Linderman, which (s at the head of the
ukon. Hut the Chilkoot rises 3,700 feet in the
firnt four miles, The new puss st Skngun
Yery pupuliar, and crowds of men are oam at
tho beginning of Jt. \\'h?ul and Taku passes
fuine I for tholr share of teavel, White puss be-
fng tavorod particularl saune it rises onl
0 foet In ulf'huun miles, Hut they ure ll’.;
nger by (ar than elther the Chilkoot or 8
kusy. The Chlikat pass ltias been practically

ll‘)'rtl;nhuu tl.‘

L'r wolting over thess passes to tho heads
Waters of the Yukon, if one pou [ t?u :mmar.
lu'" -.:l“whi 'iig uuulnlin{ .Ills muke al\ 1-0&:. {
ool Inany o 0 old Yukonurs prefor to go in
tun spring, before tho jce has uu#a ol.;t.‘J hen

they inake lhu whole Juurney with ele and

mlnn?'m:l,.unl; muuinini)i a wuch fmu-r outdt and
i {1 kK

5”".' oy l! mmmlh-:;A ng over Lhe pass ls mostly

o ordingry price is from
B2 to §14 o bundrad, but now tlm’tﬂ)mhlnd in wo

.t that they got aoyihing they have s
4 W owek, Bowe Juueau iave wsot

-pmmmﬁn— last -m and rlﬂ'l
A tram with block and “ ““dﬁ L]
rrmmwnllngduwnw.ashu ti

tampode has sant thelr prios cllmbing wit

thone of the Biwashos, The wroat sxpense of
packing over the pnasses In one of the thingm
which inducea n many men to go withshort

outfits, They rely on the tending companion for
thelr stares, g
Aﬂ.l‘l‘ the headwators of the Yukon nre

renchod, If the journey in by boat, the waorst of

o difficnlty 1s over, but thers [s sUlll & groat

onl of hard work and consldernble dangor,

he current of the river Is 8o swift that the
boats travel with great speed, Thern nre sov-
oral rocky passsges anid raplds which are ox-
tromely dangerous, which only eoxperienced
men undertake, .'nunltr wortagoes aro mndo
around thess rapids and the boais let down
through by ropes,

It Is difMoult for the mon who come up from
the Nintes to comprebend the (remendous
ehangea in the Alnska climate. Along the const
the temperature s very even, It is never oold
and {t s never hot, but there Is a vory heavy

recipitation, The Japan current (¥ responsible
or hath. warin waters provent the cold,
and tho warm winds meeting the cold winds
from off the const rango bring the rain, snow,
and fog. But once over the coast range the
nltuation s entirely changed, In the Interior
the thermometer climbs to a tremenidous helght
in the summer and gets into n terrible stato of
depreasion In the winter, At Clrelo Clty there

n# beon o rango of 186° within n twelvemonth,
the thermometer golng Lo 112° above goro In
the summer and to 82° bolow zero in the winter,

In the summer time theve i o growll of veg-
etation which is almost I.mglt'nl in {ts abun-
danco, It being ns poon as the surfaco of the

pund Beging to thaw out, The whole country Ia
rozen o solld that it never thawas out conie
P!ntul}'. The sun gets the froat out for nfow
eol In the summer and then the mous and the
grasa and the rank undergrowth of stirubs and
weeds and reeds come on with amazing rapld.
ity. Much of tho eountry in like nswamp or
marah and mosquitoes infest (It in myriads such
as oven the most mosguito-hunted Jersoyman
never dared to fmagine,  1tis told up hers with
stralght fneo nnd unwinking oye that they sven
kil the blg clnnanion bears that Inhaldt the in-
tarior, Alnskans who have been into the Yukon
country belleve that stary, whether the lnes-

oriencod residents of the Slates will or will not,
tut mosyultoes are not the only pests.  Thero
arp fliea by the hapdred bllllons; black flles,
such as make lfe unbenrable in the Adirondacks
for mmonth ench summer, and rmuu in mwarms
nnd lllll!ft'n and Jlggors, nnd aliost m‘url\' kind
of insect that ever was devised that conld bito
and ating and polson, Tar oll, turpentine, snd
groase, wll the schomen that bunters have found
nvillable in clvillzed countries lose thelr charn
whnin pitted against the Alaskan mosquitoos,
Smudges have no terrors for these beulli nnd
the only way which a man can defond himeelf
with any sort of success s by woaring stout
gloves nnd koeplng his hewd one n o mus-
?nltu netting, and even that must be kept nwany
romn his face and neck by the brim of his bhat,

It leu‘-ortod here that many men are striking
for the interior by way of Bt. Michasl. The
foollshneas ﬁntnl that {s now apparent when
it is conaida that they will have to wall at
St. Michael the wholewinter, The firast boats

ukon will start out iu May, If they have

good luck and the season {s early. Long ‘before
thut time the men who go in over Lhe passes will
be cither at the d ogs or waoll on thelr way
there. St Michael is & choerful place to stop-
'or Lthe winter, If the maan who tells [t has no re-

ard for Lthe truth. There I peither irewood nor

resh water thers. The wood s mostly drift,

@othered on the coast, towed in in barges or
rafts, 1t mokesa fine big simoke, and once Inw
while some fAre. Water in brought from the
coast or wolted out of anow, and there ls jnst
nothing to do but wait nnd watch the ocean nnd
the rain when fogs LfE 8o you can_see nnything,

Now something about the work that a man
must do on his clalm when he ;fetn it, Inthe
first place it must be underatood that the gold-
benring sand (s not on thesurface of the ground.
Youcan't just walk along and pick up nuggets at
yourfeet. You have got todig, and it Ia the hard-
est kind n!dliﬂnu human belugs over hsd, The
pronroulor pokes along the stream with his boat
until he comes to a place where the surface in-
dications reveal to his experience the presonce
or tho probabllity of gold. He selocta o bar and
begins to dig. He knows that the pay streak, if
there is n pay streak, is anywhere from ten to
twanty-five feet beldw Lho surface,

ossibly he may conclude to dig in the battom
of the river, In a place where there lsn't any

r. If he does that, ho spenda n few cheerful
weeks In the laborlous construction of a wing-
dam. He carrles his apron down far enough to

Ive him a chance at the bottom; then he goca

pwn for the pay strenk, and just about the
time thathe has got to it, if he (8 playing in the
right sort of bad luck, bigh water comes along
and takes out his wingdam. Then he puts in
somo other o , not wingdams, and does his
work all over aguin.

Hut if he prospects on s bar he very soon gots
to the point beyond which the =un hns not
ﬁmxl out the frozen mud. Then hia trouble

ins for sure. If he walts patiently, ond it s

in the summer, the sun will thaw out from asix

. Ench nluht he

wod., He keeps

thut up nn and by he gets to the pay

streak. ro are only two places in the whole
terior where nve succeedod In gett!

tow the frozen beit. Usnally the sun does no

thaw out in the summer as much as froge up in

the preceding winter.
“‘p wh’ strikes hin pay

thes
streak ho begins to t his gravel ont on the
dump. It's only wltgl‘n tho lust two years that
thoy have learned how to work in the winter
time. Hefore that the season ended when the
roat eame [n the fall, but now the frost does not

terfere particularly ause the winers h_n'vu
learned how to substitute fire for aun, Each
night the miner pilos up a lot of logs In the
laco where ho wants to work and bullds a fire.
n the morning the logs are burned up and eight
or ten inches of dirt is thawed out. If it is in
the ny otreak the miner shovels the
fnve on to the dump and bullds a new
re. If he s Jjust einking the shaft
be shovels out the refuse and bullds his
}ww gr&. !E.}u ho hﬁ ltl u ) 'Thn mlnnﬂdhm-s
'oun at for working In this frozen gravel an
dirt dynamite was of no uspe. Thoy tried to blast
with {t, but succeeded only In blowing out the
blast hol namite wn{

oles, Dy broak lce that has
ormed ovor water, but It wou't broak fce In a
stream that is froxen solld, and 1t has no effect

on a solid bed of frozen mud, T
draulics also, but the streams only
fine holes into the mud or gravel and nulhlur
was galned by It. So the only way to work is
with tho sun or with fire,

The reports which have come ont of the inte
rior huve been extremely misleading to men
who live In the Stutes in one respect. They huve
usually fallod to consider the tune which has
beon spent in the dlfftnn bﬁhu mon who mude
tho strikes, Very little can be accomplished or
has boen asccomplished in the Yukon by less
than a three years' stay. A good part of the
firat season I8 consumed In getting to tho mines,
It takes the second season usually for prelimi-
nary work, oven If a clalm is at onece discoversd
an tea, ga o end of the necond year the
claim ought to be well opensd up, and perhaps
enough monoy made to pay expenses, The Lhird
year the miner looks to make bis proflts,

It |8 truo that somoe of the beat strikes on the
g.londlu thin year were made by tendorfect,

ut that s accounted for by a situation which
bhas almost never bofore occurred. The firat
strikes on the Klondlke were made in the fall of
'8, and they were so rich that they were boyond
the bellof tho oldest placer miners on the
Yukon, Not that Calffornla ever produced
could hold s eandle to them, o mon who had
been prospecting the Klondike sont down to
Clrele Clty and i‘ortr Mile and roported their
discovery, That was the yoar when the Birch
Creek and Miller Croek |il1]¢lnun WOre most sue-
censful. The miners who had been at work in
those diggings laughod nt the reports from tho
Klondike, and no y atarted from Cirele Clty
for the new diggings until the men who were st
work on Lhe new wirikes did pot comoe In for the
winter, Then the boys in Clrels City and Forty
Mile came to the concluslon that there must ba
some Lruth in the reports of the new Kl Dorado
and started out there. Lust yonr they dovoted
very largely to proapeoting, and nol man
claims wore well opened up.  So It happeoed
that some of the tendorfeet who went in there
slong toward the close of last year's season and
early this spring ot holil of some of the best
elalion In the district.  Thut thing Los never
happened before In Alaska, and it sn't lkely to
Lappen agaln,

ho stories that have gone down from up hors
about the great wages that have boen paid in
the dlggings are no doubt responsible for w lnrice
purt of the largo rush up bere, Many of the nien
who have come have rome with the bellef that
even If they do nutlstrike clabms whichiwill yield
them comfortable furtunes ln nshort te, thoy
rnn ot leust got plenty of work ut wages go far
n advance of wgm. they huvo been gettiog ln
the Siates Lhat they can aocuwinulate a fair re-
turn for their work. In the main that In s wis-
r o thwe In the suminer when thero
wator to wash gravel, wexos undoublodly
“i high. In womo cnusos as much ne iwo and n
E: f ounces of ﬁ']'} dunt, or about HHO ndnrl has
en pald on Klondlke diggings, but this 1y an
exonplion. The “ﬂ“ﬁ wages was about an
gu.nuoul” ar s lttle better thun §20, Thut Is
ig pay, bub It lnsts for only & short time, and it
into b‘l.l;hul only b mi:l ‘fhnhtf“l nd:d:'m ’d :;l.;.n
over the pass and who Is able lo
w’:rk]lorm b1c-budlailmm. Therols nochild's
n panning gravel.
p'ﬂ:u resent population of the country, mining
not belug consldered, in fully up to all its Indus-
trisl requirements, There is no chance for work
R vt (o g1 i e Ja e
reprossn and thore ls n
market, Thore s almost o opening for artisans

uia-u t: cs, In ml;nlnh u?d l;m:foog‘:?:
o Is there an opportun or no

anuf \hoy moust be prepared 1o find Lhelr own
(]

Ids, and to nu*» ort themselves until the
flelds are found, joy cannol place sny depoen-
donce on thelr own labor for support inany di-
reotion, and Jm best thing o man can do who is
ug:utemplnung coming up here to work is to
BLAY BWAY.

'ﬁ’lli loiter I8 not mooant to be s croak about
Alunks In any sonse, There Iy rlaulr of guld up
here for the right maen, but it Is meant to be a
falr, hunest, aud serlous warning to the hun-
dreds snd bundreds of wrong men who are
elthor slarting up, or conteplating dolng vo, o
got tho gold they never could get under far

ore favorable conditions thian thoso that exist
O TRe\Ta patch ‘o 1t e bosn brospesied:

nly & © vh o
! ugdmdl of stromms nover hnu?:%aen tauched.

here are thousands of bars wh?re no prospector
has sot foot.  No man_ knows what fortunes lle
in walt for the lucky finders; but_ to repeat the

uotation from Mulyauey, which 1 used In

ormer letter, it takes s man like Capt, Crook o
the Hlack Tyrone, " with all his teoth fn thelr
#ockuly wad Lis two feet bones

th hlm ' o get it

CI [eMUNK'S RICH SAND.

MANY PORTUNES MADE QUICKLY IN
NE¥ YORK'A NEW OIL FIELD,

Ownera of Unproductive Farma Remdored
Wealthy Suddenly — iiokes That Have
Flowed Out of Waolla in 18 Meniths—A Ro-
nanmm on the Searom Indias Hessrvatios.

Portvan, N, Y., Aug, 21.—Tho most curious
all field In the world has been doveloped In New
York Siate In the past yoar, Tho new pool Is
located along Chipniunk Run, s mountaln brook
that emptles Into the Allegany River In the
ponthenntern corner of Cattarnugus county, The
flali! an defined at present oxtenda along both
pldes of the Chipmunk valley for fonr miles and
yaries in width from 100 rods to tws miles, Tha
mouth of the valley butts up against the Seneca
Indian Reseryatlon.

Of conrss Chipmunk haa s history, but there
In no record showling why the valley recelved
such a name. Even the oldest inhabitant does
not remembor, The name wos there when he
ecamo and blazed a road among the tall plueaand
pleked out a lavel spot for s log eabin, 1t was a
year and a balf ago, whon Georgoe Sheridun of
Olean, an oll man of exporience, bat no capital,
Induced Dr. J. P. Colegrove of Halamanea, who
posseaned capital but no experlence, (o test the
Chipmunk Valloy for oll, Soveral wells
were drilled, but they proved to be value-
lows. Juat enough oll was found In eich
well to keop up the experiment until
Colegrove was  diveournged, Thon came a
Jucky turn, Newilon & Johnson of Head-
ford, drillers and contractors, were consulted,
In order to hold u lease of the King tract it wan
nocessary to drill & well at onee, Colegrove and
Sheridan offered the contraciors s half Interest
in all thelr leases If they would drill o well on
the King lot. The offer waer necepted nfler a
great deal of heaitation, It was regarded us a
foullsh move by the contractors, hut they wera
willing to ehance It ance for lnck. It was to be
the lnst test beforo giving up the feld,

The vrogross of tho well wan watched with
fevorish Interest by Colegrove and Sherldan,
The night beforo the sand was reachied they re-
mained at the well, 1t was a stormy night, but
they had too much at stake to mind that. The
next aftornoon, May 1, 18011, st o depth of B7H
feot, the drill tapped twonty-five feel of rlch
gray sund and the hole filled with oll, A mes-
Bage was kent tou torpedo office and the next
day the well was shiot, 1t mude u fine flow and
started off at the rate of 150 barrels a day, It
was the koy that unlocked the fleld.

The owners were Jubllant, but other oll opera-
tors laughed at them, and said that vo shallow
woll ever lasted long. King No. 1, 08 It was
chirlstencd, pald for itself In four days, and in
the first thirty days it poured out 2,500 worth
af oil, and s still Howlng 450 burrels s month,
This ono well hus produced a small fortune,
Colegrove, Sheridan & Co, had great taith in the
fleld, nnd proceeded to deill more waolls, but i
was early In Septemwber before other operntors
renlized what a good thing Chipmunk was, and
begnn to sernnible for lenses. When the time
catie to shut down dellling for the winter, thore
wire 300 wells completed, and the monthly pro-
duction of the pool was 50,000 barrels,

So groat beenmio the seramble for leases thet
somo fabulous prices were pald 1o farmers.
Coast & Son, of Olean pald  John MeCaffrey
£L0.000 bonus and an elghth royalty for o ffty
aere slive of his furm, aud othier operntors pald
Inrge sumy for what appeared to be desirable
properts. Sotne of the lease hunters bought

auhl. hricks, {or there Is not a more deceptive oll
eld than Chipmunk, 1t is a guesanwork Tand,
Every well ds w test well, amd drey holes are
drilled within 200 tect of 2000 barrel wells,

The depth of the oll sund varies. At the
mouth of the valley the Chilpmunk formation {s
found at a depth of 492 feet, nd back un the
hills the wells nre deilled down 100 feet. At tho
upper end of the tield the sand fs thirty fect in
thickness, and further down the valley it is
eighty fest thick. At the upper end of the val-
ley there I8 n hoavy ens pressure in tho wells,
and at the month of the valley thero I8 scarcely
any was and there is great danger from salt
water. Several wells that started off blg have
been drowned out by salt water, but the ope-
ralors are gradually learning how to overcolue

that trouble. It water. which Is the curse o
the field, underliys the oll sand, and {f the dri
is sent through the sand the water rushes in

and there is trouble. Anothur_lpocullully vx-
i6ts at the mwouth of the valley, Three oll sands
are found, the first at a depth of 204 feet, which

roduces o Npe lubrichting ofl that wsells for

2,00 n barrel; the second at a depth of 355

eot, which conlains a smnll ||!|nmllh' of o], and
the rlch Chiptunk sand sapped at 302 feet,

During the rainy season lwst full and this
npring Iﬁe rowd up the valley was a yellow,
fticky canal, and ten horses wore required to
haul a nrlllin,.; eogine over it. The river di-
viston of the Western New York ana Penneyl-
vanla Rallroad crosses the mouth of the valley
on the cdge of the mnﬂntlnnh and for many
days there wan an average of Nfty cars loaded
with oll well supplies standing onthe sldetrack,
A station was bulll, an agent sent there, anid an
enormous amount of business dono. A telo-
phone aud telegraph office was also establlshed,
Hundrean of pwople flocked to the new fleld
every day nnd dozens of hemlock boarding
bouses were bullt nlong the road up the valley.

In order to hold leases [t was uscesssry to
drill wolls an fnst ae possible mnd in eoveral
instances rival operators began bucking the
line and that lea totrouble. TE: unwritten law
of the oll country Is that operators shall keep
back a reasonahle distance from  the lease
burdor, bul iu soveral cases derricks were bullt
within elghbt feet of ench other or on mdjoinin
farma. A company of rallrond employees lense
the right of way from the Westorn New York
and Pennsylvanin rallroad and drilled wells on
bath wldes of the track for o long distanee,
There wan barely room for a derrick betwoen
tho onds of the ties and the right of way line,
and no soonor had they started these wells than
thi owner of the lenss on both sides of the rail-
road right of way began to buck the line and
drill wells within a few feet of those of his
rivals, The writer counted 11 wells on loss
than three nores nlong the rullroad track. The
rusult was that the territory wan dralned, One
well on ten acres is usually the rule,

Chipmunk ol {s light green In color, " Hvely,"”
aud cannot be distinguished from the best Penh-
sylvanis crude, The operators think that it
ought to command s premium, and, in fact, an
indepenident refinery s buying somo of the pro-
duct at ap advanes of ten eents a barrel over the
prices pald by the Standard Ol Company, whoso
pips Linos cover every part of the Held. Tho ol
runs by gravity from the storagoe tanks on the
lonsen 1o the h‘f rrmlp station at the mouth of
the valley, and s then furced through s three-
neh pipe fineo to Ulean, n sborago statlon on the
bi pe e that runs to the seabonrd refinerios,

hen the oll boom came tho Chipmunk val-
ley wan s sloepy hollow, shut in by hills flve
humilred teel high. The hemlock and pine tim-
ber had been cut wwny and fire hod ran through
tho slashings, There wors s few good (aris-
Liounes nlnllti the creck that wound down the
walloy, and slabh nnd stump fences wers many.
The nearest post office wis flve miles away,
The farwers worked hard and never oven
dronmed that the undorslde of thelr farma was
lined with n Hood of oll that was waltlng for
the tap of the drlil to bring them mors money
than their old-fashioned losther pocketbooks
bad ever held,

An old tram rond thiat haid boen used to haul
Tors from the upper end of the valley (o n snw.
mill, n mile above the raflroad stition, wis
turned to wecount last winter when the roads
beomnine bpssablo, sndn vegular trndn sehodulo
Isln operation vow, The rond wis repaired und
fittesd up to haul frolght and possongers, Onoof
the Hitle engines in uso s of w type long sines
lost wlglit of, 1t is 0 cross botwoen s ol car, o
fanuning wlll, and 0 Waterbury witeh, but its
whiatle slvuln the soreech of o tue in distress,
The ralls are light, and thero v no Lalust,
Through the «wamﬂu tho ralls are spilied 1o tim.

erd Inld lengthwine, The voach I8 a comblnn-
ton of pawsetiger, biggoge, nnd u'lm-r\‘.nt lon car,
i wenves and sways over tho romd like
drunkon nn, aod the ralls cronk and groan like
& grindstone that peeds olling. Some of the way
the rosd winds betweon tall trecs, nnd on elther
wlde, towerlng high above the trick, are ofl der-
rloks, moking the ride a ploturesgue one,

‘Tiisre nre soins ha }xr farwers in the valley,
(irn&-hnlrmi.lnhn cC'affroy (v one of them, {q
s 600dd years old und came onto the creeck’
lhlrl!:- yonrs ago, and olearod u‘: o farm in the
woodn, He owun acres of land, about o
third of which is clonred.  The rest Is stoep hill-
dide and wwamp, Ho has recelved thus far
$24,000 In bonuses, and every morning when he
guls up he in 840 richor than he was whon o
waent Lo rom ruyalties recelvod from the
wolls on his farm. e ls s hard-headed old man
who {8 not swoelled up by his good fortune, and
bus work overy day slnco things began to
come his way, Thewrlter found bim digging a
diteh the othor day, worklng hoarder than sny
man in his employ.

“It've worked lllﬁ‘l ull my life," ho snid, ** and
mmsure 1 would be miiﬂﬂﬂ‘:n doing Iluthlillz,

lie

Of course, Itls nles to be rich and have o
money you want, bul 1 am too old now to !!I.Itu"
l.ruve'll’nu s0 | will work sway hero in the
villey untdl the end comoes. T 1ike my old ndigh-
bars wod friends, and do pot want Lo move away
tu u.lrahf:l c-ummunil{. I think I wiil be hap.
fer working than rusting out, and, ul‘murne.?r
ant eripplod up with rheumatinm and buve to
quit work, I won't have to wnrr{ mbout monvy
motters” His wife nocius yery npﬁy nn3 np
poars to e much interested 1n the oll develo
monts, They have six hlg;mltrap Hug boye, a!
[ ¥ fo luwl‘l and theoll m will make them

I rich womo day,

Jobin MoCabe owns & stumpy farm ining
MeCailrey's. Heo s 70 yours old, and when he
brought hils silfe llutn the wilderiness many years
ago she oried all night and wanted Lo return
bome, It was so lonesoma, He lives in a litle
unpalited bouge on the billaids, arguod which

fs. o that be st cut with his owa
ds, He g‘omm in bhon
huufood ‘Pm .“'f"‘"'“" y

“ palth," ho satd, " and lfnll nhoug thme for
ood Inck Lo como {1 am tohuvo n bit of
L hofore 1 dle? Idon't have Lo work any maore,
and my wife nn@!ﬂmpun to tako life u‘r the
reat nlynur dayn,” MeCabe (8w sharp Httle frishe
wan who prits in his thme In the shinlo watching
thin pumpers st work on the welis on hlnf.gm.
nod shukes hands with every stringer that
comes along,  The only feature of the otl busl
peas hodossn't ke s the nitro-glycorine wagons,
and ho stoers clear of them. A litile hemlos
phanty town has spripg up on his farm, and he
1n proud beonuse It is Wown an MeCaboviilo,

Yo widow Mary Rysn owned o ninoty-acre
farm (hat proved to be on the belt, and her in-
come from roysition is $100 o wook, Her lhrciﬂ
dAnightors are countoed umm}g the most ellgible
1 ,ffl. valley by the nnn?’ AETers. OF conran
the fact that the Widow Ityan sscuced a rrmd-
glzed bonus and has a nlee Income lias nothin
to o with the case,

The Dongherty 1ot of forty meros was of suech
small importance that It Wi wold for taxes n
eoupln of years ago, Thero 18 n raw over the
title now, And a fow dllﬁ" g all nien sivore that
the tract was worth RI0,000 Tn ledn than a
your {t han produced $60,000 warth of ofl. A
ear ajo George Hulkley wis "!mminu an an oll
ease  noar Bollvar by the wonth,  Tlis
motherdn-liw owned a Ofy-acen  sielp  of
wild land that  strotobed over  hoth sides
of a high hill back from  the hipmunk
valloy, It was regneded as off the bell, The
wirip was only 8% roda wide and was offered
turﬁl:\(}\ but found no kers, Mrs Hulkley's
mothor was taken (11 nnd she went there to
nurso hor. Me B llk]n}'wt‘.nl dewn on a visit,
and his mother-inlaw Induced him and nnother
ot dn-law, O°Belen hy nnme, 1o dreill n tost well
on thie tract, 1t was hard work, heesube they
had Htile faith In the scheme, Tt wan with
many misgivings that they located the st
well, 1t started off at 160 barrels o day, Othor
wella equally good wero drillod, and 1f yon of.
fered Nulkley & O'Brien 860,000 for thelr lense
to-dny they would probably Inugh af you, It is
one of the richest In the febl. Ha much fora
motherdn-law's Intuition.  Mr, Bulkley Is fores
wan of the loase, and works every diy,

The King tract of efght y seres, which hins imoade
Colegrove, Shoridan I Courleh won: was ownid
by Jack King, a switchman employeil by the
Frio Mailiond ot Salamnanen, 1t come o him
from his father, who was an early settler in the
valley., Mont of the timber had Been ent nway,
und he ronted a part of it for i pesture, ronlizing
40 n venr out of It, The day the ira big woll
was completed King, who {4 a0 'xru)'-lmirm'l 1N,
nskod the rallrond company for o lny-olf and
murrendored hin keyw,  He bs still Iving off, His
income from bis royaltion Is &I00 8 week and
will mean a forfune to him In five yoars, He
gvuu u? tH-nlmuune. and I8 planning to bulld a

ne reslilenos.

1 nm getting tired of lonfing,” he waid to the
writer, 1 bpﬁevr- the lan]ipir-ut man Is the one
who works every day, nod 1 have not enjoyed
belng rich, Money don't make ure as contented
anl nlwaya droamed It wonld, and you need not
e surprised to hear that 1 have gone buck to
work agaln.'”

I’ I!ﬂ‘)uilt of Hradford, after drilling seven
dry holes and getting heartlly siex of wildeats
’luu. socnred a leaso of 100 acres of the MeCal
roy farm Inet fall. Three weeks after the lonss
wah clnched he received an offer of $20,000 for
his bargaln. 1le went to deilling ana several of
kiu wolls startod off at 200 barrals n day, and

In_investment will bring bim n fortune. His
wellsare located In n swamipnlmost innceessible
from the minin road, The water 1s two foet deep
aronnd some of the wells, whivh are comnected
by o plank sidewalk bullt on spiles driven into
the mud.

In tonrching for anextension of the Chipmunk
vool to tho west, in the town of Hed House,
Donghorty & Wellman struck o s well that (s
flow inge nearly 000,000 feet & day. and miuther
that s aliiost as eood. When the smid was
tapped the tools wera blowen ont of the hole, and
the roar of escapine gas could e hoard two
miled nway, The gns wan sold to the Standard
0l Company and plped to Hradtord and other
cities supplied by 1, Dougherty & Wellmnn
have 1,400 acres Tensed, and witl dreill wolls nn
the tract ne fast na they nre nieoded 1o koep up
the pressure. Their fucome froni the two goas
wolls amounts to severnl thousand dollars i
month, Other test wells have been deillsd in
other directiopns and some oll found, bnk the
eream of the pool s coufined to the Chipmank
Valier and sureounding hilla,

The Devondan O Campnny has several thon-
sard acres of Innd leased in the Chipmunk Val-
vl is the hieavicst operntor, It lins 1040
men ondts pay roll, The =outh Penn, s branch
of the Standard, hos o big string of leasos and o
goodeslzed  production, In Novimber  there
wore thirty steings of twlld raoiing in the
tleld; now there are not more thinnaix, uwimf 1n }
the steady decline of the ofl market and the fact
that It I8 no longer necessary todeill wells to
biolid ledmes i thiere are no lne fghts In wrog-
r Thiere nre inndreds of loeatinns for gomd

s to be drillind, besides the po=aibility of Hnd-
Ing o paying sand at o lower depth,. When the
oll warket startsn upwand there will be lively
thines on the leases,

The loase that has ereated more talk than all
of the others s owned by the Seneca Ol Com-
pauy. composcd of Salananca mon, who have n
ratified lease of 4,000 acres of the Seneea Inding
resureation, This s the leaso thint Sonator Quay
triod so hard 10 have annalled st uprirrg. An
#oon ma the Chipmunk developmenta headed to-
winrd the reservation there was a scramble for
Teapos, It was cluimed that the Indians hnd no
right to lease Innd s inddvidunis; that the min-
crid nnd oll rights belonged to the Governiment.
A wecdng of the Seneea Nation wis held ot Lhie
il lonse, wnil severnl offers were maile for
oll rlght of a portion of the reservation,
proposal of the Seneon Company woas e
sl Tt was clalmest that fraud secured the
,anid nn fnvestlgation was ordered, The
charge was not proved, and after s hard thght
in which Congressman  Hooker 1-Ilu|n|-lumn[
the cunse of the Senecn Compans, the lense was
ratifled by the Governmoent., The trouble aroso
from the fuet that there wers two factiong
among the red men,  Headford perties, throngh
Shongu, 4 Seneci brave, secured o lease of & por-
tlon of tho reservation and put npa derrick, It
wis po sooner completed than s party of hraves
who wore friendly to the Seneca Coanpany de-
mullalisd the derrlek and stood goaed for two
woeks on tho disputed ground and kept the rig
btullders off the reservation, The Seneca ('umm-
puny will make a fortuna out of the leass, It
already has 11 oll-producing wells, 1is leaso runs
for ninety-nine years, atd there in room for 4040
wells un tho property. The Indlans receive s
royalty, The bonus puiil by the Heneen Con-

uiny was siundl, and iU tendo aten steike when

t eaplured the lease,

I'I:Yuuumk 1% the richest shallow pool in the
warld, The vost of completing n well is nhout

MMy, and soane wells hnve pald out In threo
days. It usually thkes 0 woek (o complete a
well, In Weat Virginin, for instanes, the welis
aro LE00 feet deep, require thres months o
complute theim, and cost $10040, Chipmunk
wells are suol with forty quarts of nitro-
whiverine, and after fowing a few dnys Are
rlgiged np nnd set Lo pumping. Uplo the present
500 wells have beon drilled, and 3t hasnot been
all smooth sailing. A score of men havo mndo
fortynes, amd other operators bave sunk the
savings of yearn in awteing of dry holes, The
man who strikes IL rick s regarded ns & vory
bright fellow, bul tho poor devil who risked il
and lost it finds no one willlng to lsten to hin
tale, It's the upand-down fenture of the oil
business that makes it fascinating,

To the farmers the oll boom has been us good
asn Klondike steike, Thelr meadows nre dotted
with derricksnnd pntnplnr rods wtroteh from tha
power housea to the wells In every directlon,
compelling them in wipny cases to turn theie
mondows If“m nsture lots, but they are tired of
furmiing and do not compluin.  Kven the Huu-
days aro nolsy now, for oll wells must ho
puraped every dny in tho woek,  All dny long
you honr the squeak of the sucker rods, the hiss
of eacaping stonm, the stesdy chuck, ehnek of
the donkey :-uuaim that forco water from the
ervek Lo fhe wolld inek on the hills, nnd the
welrd shriek of the* barkers ™ fastened to the
exlinust m!m on Ltho onrinn that ll the pumper
at the further end of tho loaso that the wells be
wianrted up aro pumping. At nlght the hills all
alimg the valley are Hihtod up by gas torehies
thnt nnke tho tall derricks appear Hko nentinels

keoping & vighl over the winding valley far be-
low, P

KRRIUK.

No Grtting Past Firet Base,
From the Ghio Stute Jowrnal,

Manchester, in Adnms county, hns noolored
basolull nine thit s boen bouting overythin
In southern Ohto, Not long sinve they sen
worid 1o West Unlon, the county sost of that
connty, that they wighed Lo arrange for i gaino
with the colored hoys ot that place, Although
Waost Unfon had no regularly organized nino
the vhnlleugﬁu wn‘n‘uuuupi ”iﬁ. A Loan win golten

Lhor an '] O praciiae.

w‘fﬂ.ﬂmy for the gume rrived and the two
tenguy et on the Fulr Girounds, The West
Unfon boys bad several players In thelr tonm
who Llind never been bn i um%vla gae and Knuw
as Jittle ubout the rules s thoy dld about play-
ing. Oneof them was Pete Johnsou, & all raw-
bonwgd darky, who wus astlgned to hold down
firnt bane, Pete's bands wore as lls M:\mm
dour, and whon he opened them out It looked as
If it were lmporsibte for & ball to pass him,

The game was called unid the visltors took the
bat, 'F o firat man up hit an easy little p?p-up
o frut . Pele gor under it It fell plump
fnto his open hande, but bounoced out and rolled
to one side, The battor ronchied Lis bawe. Pelo

cked up the ball, and, -uwi&x up to the base,
gtthor noer In the back w o hand m&

b hie all and simost knocked the brea

iy
Mt holding the ball, sppa ¥y waltl
lml- dlulao runner (o yacate l.l.\o base, esontly ﬂ‘
sald:
s ! . niggah.'
t Eﬂ{:‘?f,'?.z :i\ﬁfntlthnr." raplied the runner,

“ Mistah niggsh, 1 sce You'se out,” repeated
tho burly first basoman,

“Naw, I lsn't out,” protested the rugner, *1I
wuz on iy buse when you qu_uhod mao,

AR youser you lan't out © -
4 “ (Course 1 lsn’t out, man, You fro’ de ball (o
K Il;‘dlr:’:r'nlro eallod out that the man was safo,
Ju Fpig Jouk e Jeadh £ S preutes deas
uto his panits p L UUL An ugly
looking ruzor. Sirking s mﬂnuulna il
ht;dauil::zln dliltm.'lud Liis attention to nmn‘;ﬁ:
aud walds

“Mistah niggab, I stz onoo mo’ you'se out.
aow 1an’'t you outI"" and he opened lgu blade of

o r.

" Yenulr, yooalr,"” replled the now th ]

pm.;#t{:mm '}I‘u out, I'se out,Rpusn h’.

[ o

1[!1“ rm'lod the game. The visitors saw clearly

GOLD IN N

e possihle hidden richios fntact,

;h.:: m: had no possible show ourmou

TH CAROLINA.

SOME BI0C NUGGETS TAKEN FROM
TR PIONEER PLACER MNMINEs.

Mieh Yields of the Mines of the Tar Meal Binlo
A Cepinry Ago—Thr Eighty-Found Lump of
Gold that Wan Traded to n Peddler—& MHue-
conalul Woman Miner—Mtorios of Wi Finds.

“1t meoms atrange to me,” sald a oltizen of
Clarlotte, N, U, who ls among the Houthorn
vislors now in this city, "* that among sll the
storfes of placer mining and nugget fndine
that the Klondike excitement has brought out,
not o refercnoe has been mado to the original
placer mines in this country, from which mil.
lona of dollars had heen taken in dust and
nuggots Jong before gold was discovered In
Californin,  Thoso  woro In North Carolins,
and so far are thoy from boing exhausted
thnt ina fow wooks lnat yoar ®12,000 In dust
and nuggeis was taken out within an area of
100 yardu, at o depth of from one foot to three
feat. Thia fs at tho Crawford mine, In Stanloy
conntly, A tonsponnd nugget of purs gold was
found there in Aungust, 1880, and ono wolghing
By pounnds in April, 1806, Last March two nug-
goth wore uneoyvaered, one welghing 5% pounds
anid ono I pounds, all virgin gold.

“Hut thnt record (8 nothing to that of the Reed
mine In Cabinrrus county. Taking them in the
order of thoir welght and nol chronologienlly,
the ltead mine has yislded noggets wolghing 24,
29,17, 16, 134, Me, P (twa), H (lwo), 6, 3, 2
(twol, 2, nnd 1% pounds, nll pure gold exceapt tho
42 poundor, wlilel bl sonie quartz mingled
with it. Thils one wns found In Aprll, 1800,
whore the ground had been worked over time
and time agoaln. No rocord las beon kopt of
nugeets smnller than the pound and  throo
quarter one, although hundreds have  been
washed ont ot the RReod imine ranging from twen
ounces down to n peanywoelght,

“"l'!u"rl: Is nuthentle rocord of all those blg
nuggoets, and Heed family tendition mentions
one still larger, nlthough, at the thne It wos
found, the ancestral Heed who discovered 1 along
the croek in his fleld 410 not know it wons gonl,
nnd when o travelllng peddlor afforad him o pair
of brans shoo buckles, Nve yards of doeskin, snd
a powter mug for the *rock,’ as it wan called,
that | t old gentl was glod enough to
make the trade. The family tradition in that
this rock welghed eighty pounds, and when,
voars later, a descendant of that Heed learned
that o simllar rock, found In the same croek, wan
wold, and it hrought hlin 350 from n Fayotto
ville goldsimnith, he becamne certain that the
one hin forbear bhad disposed of for s song
was an elghty-pound lump of gold-and the
tamily belleve so 1o this dny. Whnther it wan
or not, It s a fact that the first report of tho
Unfted States Mint in 1788, records the receipt
of soveral thousand dollars’ worth of gold from
North Carollon,  No gold had been wined in
North Carollne or anywhore else In this country
then. Hvou should sak down fn Caharrus county
where they thought that gold could have come
from, they 't tell yon preity quick that It was
part of that H0-poind nugeet old Farmer Hoed
truded to the peddler for o few shillings’ worth
of goods, - And how sre you golng to say that
ftwasn't

** Hut the Reod who sold the subseqguent nug-
get for $230 lado't much reason to bosst oyer
hls nncestor of the traditional elghty-pound
nugiel.  The second nugrot wns the seventeen-
pounder of the Iead mine recond. and was the
first oue of thut lot found, Heed's 12 yearold
boy lugged itin from the creek one day, where
he hind gone to sheot flsl, Tt wus shuped like o
flutiron, and was called the flatiron stone on
that acdcount, It lay about the house four or
five years, and by and by a Fayetteville gold-
siftly heard of it, He sent word to Reed to
feteh it with him somie Jday whien e wis comitg
to towa, and Kecd did so, 1t wis then bie lenrned
that it was gold, and readily ncoepted 8350 for
i 1t was worth nearly ten times that,

“The selling of that nuggot was the beginning
of gold huntiog in North Ceroling, and it was
not wany woenthys before all the streaws In that
part of the State were lined with prospectors,
nnd It was there that thw rnco new to this coun-
try—the frenzled gold hunter—had Its orlgln,
The plucer mines were in Cabarros, Mecklon-
bere, Stanley, and adjacent countivs, Along

thedr strentns the eradle and the long-tian canm
Inter existe Iich plaver tilnes were subses
quently foumd in Rutherfon!. Mebowell, and
fiirke  counties, in o the  South ntaln
dsteiet, nod repald eieldy the diggers, many of
whotio were wotien, The plicer and pit mines
of Nurth Carolitne woere so foll of gold that they
suppilied the the United Stiates wints and the des
mwands of tewde inthis conntry with the pre-
clous metal untll the discovery of gold in Calis
fornin, when the milnors oaerted the Caroline
fivlids anid rushiod wildly 1owand the new El Da-
rictin, Just ns people are pus=hing on to the Klon-
dlke now, The gold diztricts of Nurth Caroling
his e furnlshed the United States mints alone
Wil g2, 000 000 wor kold,

*The Heed plintation, with ita r-lulnl of niewrly
BOO000 in big nuggets o s, nnd Ite hundrods
und thonsands of dollars (o smnller nuggets and
dust, was not the only phienomenal producer of

old in the ploncer Amcrican diggings. The
feaver Dam mine, in Monlgoniery county, was
der. Thin was the property L AN
Thomns Faney, who, up to the thine of
Isvovery of gola on I, wis o thrifty and
stendy-woing cltizen. When he began plekin
up 3700 worth of gald w day, bowever— whivh
wis Che ot hils digelngs vielded for months
—Aiis sudaton riches tarned hts head, e took to
drink, and  indulged in all sorts of extrive
ngances,  He  was oa great deer hunter,
nnd it Is related  of  Wiw thoat 0t b
eanme i favorite pasthne of Lis to go hunting bis
fuvorite gnine  with bullets run from pure

uld, Ol resldents of that locality
Ao of nbuck by w hunter long alt
denth, in the shoulder of which, whe
was dressed, he found o fattoned ploco of gold,
while in ﬂninp wis nnother nearly $100 worth
of gold In all, Tt was sujposod that these were
a pair of Faney's bullets with which he hnd
woundod the deer kowe tipe whon he was hunt-
Ing, Favey drank himeell 1o doath whilo his
property was still ylelding s fortune,

“Uhe Barringer farm, In Stanley :-ulmrf‘. it it
wore glvine u& wold ax it wan thon, would be a
*vuud anough Klonillke for any ardinary man,

e owner of this property washoed for months
aut of the rravel in the small eroek that flowod
lhrmuih hia faria from S00 to 500 peonywelghts
of golil o weok, At last he came to the end of
the gravel deposit, nnd onteropping from s knoll
at the side uf the cresk ho notised a peinling
rock formation, e Knew nothing anbout min-
fne. bt e concelved tho Iden thint in thoso
rucks wius the hidden sourceo of the gold ho had

]

n
thls deor

s

fuund in the creok. e dug into the hill
three  feet, and  there came Lo a Jest
ul ¥ in quartz, e ook out 1,500

ennywelghts that day, Noxt day he dog
R(i\\ll furthor, and Giseuverod another pocket,
from whileh e took LMK penr 'wl-irl;ln of gold
ninking #4500 worth the Httle i'nu'. Tl ylvl-lmi
In two duys, The ereok had already ylolded
3Ilunm i less than o mile, lerrlnﬁvr dug

own twelve feet deeper, nnd found (noall $1,000
worth of gold; but hie hind got below the witer
level, and the witer front the ereck broko
through and Aosded his wine,  Before bo could
repolt the dinmage il title to the property was

neatiopoed, and litlgation was hegun, which, al-
thongh wore thin o goneratlon s pnss L)
sl nnsettled, and the Barringer nilne remnlis
i A0 wnes Left whon the water came i, with sl

That wus tho
frst gald quarts veln ever uncovered (o tho
United Hiates,

“ About tow mlles sast of Charlotto s o locall-
ty known ws Surface 1L A good many years
w0 w e from Vieginis went down thore and
bought some property bocavse he thought thore
wis gold on 1L e didn’t find any gold, soad ho
abandoned the property, leaviog itin the Linndu
of tributers, Tributers were gold diggoers that
worked Innd and pa bl the ownors & certaln por-
conbinge of what ltu'fmmd un Leibute for the
priviloge, ‘Theso |:t1;utwn prospocted o while,
audon tho top of n hill they fuund a bed of de
composod slate pot more than & yard syusre,
from which they took 70 pounds of free
gold, one nugget wllikh[u'?tllu pounds. This is

1l the gold they could fnd on the propoerty,
g’lmy solil thoe gold for $15,000, The noggel was

urchased by M, Chovaller Vinvont Iive Finols
'oF §2,000. “Hesont it to Parls,

'Tho rich placer doposily in North Carolina
had been protty generally worked out when the
Californin gold  dincoveries were mado, and
quartz mining wan boing oxtensively and profit
ably developed. There are milnes In Rowan,
Mocklenberg, Stanley, Cabarrus, 1'nlon, Mont-

omery, and other counties, that vlelded rrom
‘I 000,000 Lo 000,000 vech duripg the few

ours they were [ operation, They aro not ox-
Llll!lu" ot but nre iy becanus=e the ore s low
grado ut the depth they have reached, apd will
not warran! mining under proseut conditions,

ST Is mo uncotaion slght today 1o ses on,
womon, and even childron, with lirlmlllto pan
or rooker, worklng over the gravel bnosnd along

he croeks, usj nlly in the =outh Mountain

el nud although that gravel has boon washod
and rewsshod npumerable times doring the

t half contury It nover falln to yleld Lhese
atturdny prosposiors anough to make l.uoml
day's wuges,  SYiLh the oxcoption of the Craw-
ford mino and the Sam Cheislisn - another looal-
ity whore nuggets af from five to twaelve pounda
in welght have begn found In recent years - the
widow Smith's digwings ot Swith's Ferry
are probably the wost lmportant Ellw.r
mines now in the Siate, The widow ﬁﬂ,
is o membor of the Bonsparte famlly of | .
more. She s the only Itmf lonal wo
wiper in the North Uaroline gold falda
works with the old-fashioned or aod
box. Ebo employe miners (0 helo ber

L

Tans the ferry horsolf, Bhe in 8o sha a
W that it |s anld no one ever &l
RS ere AU i (IS when e wido
Bmith fixed him with cher oye -n% 1dly and

[} .'.‘T’{h' exilnimed :
on've heen washing out gold on me to-

dir ! Hand it pver, nr overboard yon go!°

The wilow Smith is an export minoralogist
amil mstallurging, and propares all lse own go
for tho market, sinding it chiofly to Raltimoro,
Bhe haw made n fortunns by surface mining, and
her digrings nro still yielding richly,”

ESCAPED IN FULL DRESS.
A Prisoner's Imamwn_ln_nuun from Libhy
Without Lenve.

When Gen. Jolin Morgan, the fatnous Confod-
erate ralder, vialtod Liliby Prison, sarly in 1804,
hemald : " There s no undertaking (n the world
that you have not men (o the gprison qunlifled
for; that's why & I# whveange that more of you
fellows don't tey to get away,"

In Libby Privon, at the timeof Morgan‘s visit,
there wera about 1,400 ofMeers, from bentidloss
wecond Howtenants, In thelr teens, to grizgled
leaders of brigndes and divislons. These men
onmo not only from every Stnto and Tertitorsy
Inour own land, but they reprosented the armics
of nonrly evory Earopoan nation, We had Inw.
yors, doctors, clergymen, college professors, on-
#inters, oditors, and every varioty of skilled
mechanie, Among the eraftamon was Capt.
Cooper of Connectleut, who had learned the
traddo of tallor in bis youth, and was conducting
n elothing store nt Hartford, whon patriolism
dominnted proft and sent him iuto tho nrmy.,

Where overy man * folt slck and moan,” to
uso an oxpresslon common st the time, only
the very wick and helploss wero aent to the
wrigon hospital, the oastern, ground floor room
of Libhy. Dr. Subtnl, the Confoderate surgeon
In chinrge of the prison hiospital, was ns generous
and sympathetio as o was handsome and able,
and that s wayiog mucl. This gentlomnn kept
the hospital full, nod the fact that it wos much

wirmer than tho other qunriers made It o de-
sirable ploce,

There {s ‘one aflmont which, at the front orin
prison, ' old soldlers® could nssume withouat
immedinte fear of detection, and that s rhon-
mntism.  Rboumation of the affected character
has kept many n man, with more cunning than
cournge, ont of the renge of the enemy’s riflos.
I was mysolf In hospital, recovering from ty-
phold  pneumonie, when Capt, Cooper wns
brought down from the lower east room, Ithon.
mntiam in the legs bad swo erippled the Captaln
that ho could hardly erawl, but his arms ap-
poared tobe all right, The nnrses in the hospltal
wure detalled Union soldlers who hnd been cons
fined In the Pemberton bullding, n warehouse
lower down and acroan the street from
Libby, Capt, Cooper proved to be o Jolly
good fellow; but it was noticed that when the
Confederato authoritien wers not abont his
rhoeutnatism did not seew to Interfero with agile
locomotion, Where Cooper got his neodles and
thrend T eannot magine, but be hod these coy-
eted npplinnees, and bhe useld thom to repalr the
damnges in the old uniforns of his comrades,

Onodiay while Cooper was sitting cross-legged
on biscot ropolring the rents InCapt, Dobinnnan's
trousers, La Touche, the prison Adjutant, came
In and watchied the fising needie with unnsunl
interest. Lo Touche was n stout man, whoso
thick neckand tlorid face bespoke a love tor good
Hving. Mo was vory neat In hix porkion, n bache-
lor, nnd no end of a gallant, as we afterward
learned,

* Hee here, Captain,” called out Adjutant La
Touche, after he had watehed Coopur for soine
g, “are vou s reguine tailor i

*Thnt I8 iy teade,” replied Cooper.

* Think yuu could moke wo a full-drass uni-
form it I furnishicd you the materials I'* was the
next question;

* 11 had your measure and n plate to go by,

0, wo hnve no plates, but 1 ean give voa the
detadls: I kpow wll about ‘e Then the Con-
fedperate .\djlulnut went on to say that he had
secured all the materisls, but that tatloriag bind
become soexpensive in the Confedernie cnpital
ab to preclude the making up of the elothos,

" You see,' continued La Touche, ** thore is to
be o bidl at the State House in two weeks, and
it T eonuld hnve thoe suit made lnl,l nt o reasonablo
price In time for that eveot It would Lske a
grest load off my mind,"

Copfedernte money had depreciated very
much at thia time, no that the prices of articles,
ordinarily plemtitul, were fabulous, Kuvowing
this, the cantious Yankee sald:

“What would you bave to pay s Hichmond
taitor for munking such a uniform "

* About £400," blurted vut La Touche.

“1f 1 gunrantesd you satisfaction and charged
one-half, would you glve mie the !\uh!"

“Gladly," sald the delighted adjutant, aod the
contract was closed,  La Touche must have
thought the transaction ircegular, for there was
el secrecy In hig manner when the next day
he came in alone, enreying o Iarge bundle, in
which was the materin! to e made up,

Coover examined the goods after taking his
customer’s jueasure i.llll: customer brought a
tape line with him)  Whoen La Touche turned
1o leave, Cooper called out:

“1 don't want o deposlt, Adjutant, because
1'm afrald you'll clear out snd not come back 1o
my shop for the goods; but, as you kuow, n
hard-working ruan needs more and bettor feed
than one who's dolng nothing, So if you could
et e hinve a little on avcount from time to
time It would glve we nerve for the work,"

La Touche took the hint and left §100, As
there wore no dangerous casea in the hospltal at
this time, the visit= of De. Sabal and his asalst-
anta ware conflned to the morndng nnd ovening,
On such ocvasions Coover hoad hils wourk hidden
nway under hils blanket, and his rhoumatism
wus invariably * No bettrer, sjr.”

With nothing to road, and only the old home
ar the present situation to think of, time hung
ke an evercrushing woelght on the handas of thi
prisoners, Hut as soon ns Cooper started into
work in the hospital eversman who could crawl
from Nils hlanket gathered about to wateh,

Every doy, soon after noon, La Toucho daneed
silently into the hospital to be Hited and 1o see
how the work of art was prurwdln{. At ench
vislt he grew moere dellghted, T Lhiave it
rendy the dny before the ball,' said Cooper,

The night before this ereation in n'rnf. blne,
and fnhl was completed—Iit had alromldy been
paid for—Capt. Singer of the Thirty-third Ohio,
who had about recovered from a gunshot wound
in the thigh, recelved at Chlekamnugs, drew me
to one aide and sald;

' ';lhu.:_mplm for sscaps, and I want you to
welp me,

“Of course, I'll do {8, 1 sald, ** Bul why not
let moin 1"

“lean't”

* Why not 1"

‘; Hecause, vonfound it, there Is only one
suitt”

Singer then went on to sxplain that he had
lunined to tike La Touche's uniform frim un-
or Conper's bead, und, after putting it on, }III!“
ont, whon the guards wore chiapged at dnylight
the next morning. Now, aver sinee the cloth
began 1o aumime form, this idesbad taken shinpe
Ity i, and 1 so told Singer. We dpew lots
to seo which shonld tey ity and iy compnnion
wor,  Inomy anxlety to see how Singer mindo
out 1 kept wwake all night. On larceny intent
he beft my slde nbout s hour bofore daylight,
1 witehed him moving to where Cooper oy,
ahout 1y feet away, Then followed s long
silegee, A bindf hour passed, and 1 wias wonder-
I, '1. Singer s slowness, when Couper's angry
voleo broke the =tillness:

“A man who'll try to stoal from a fellow
woldier in prison is po wan ot all!’" he said; bt
bo o not ridae lils volee so as to Le beard by the
gunrids outside, s

Pt the stuff Isn't vours; It belongs to the
enomy,"” H!m‘n-r wotested, hotly,

* Pelongs to the encmy, el Not by » long
weht It docan’t, That uniform’s mins, Why,
vunfound )l'uu. evor sinee L Touche left this
afternion I've heon nt work reducing the girth
so that il fe mywselr.’ :

* You nre going to tey it vourself 1 .

ST oam, Captaln,” ehuekled Cooper. ** Now,
old fellow, go bnek 1o your blanker; and if you
keep your mouth clossd and your eyes open
you'll Boon see ane of the best-dressod Confoder-
ate oeers o Richmond waltzing oul of this

rlson, with §100 fe gravhscks 1o his pocket'§

Inger cotoe bick, but there wos noneed to re
port, as 1 hnd overheard all,

l'uo;ter'u purpoan HAI soun known 1o all the
men o the hosplial, It wos slso known that
tho doctors camp In at 9 in the morming, sl
thnt La Toucho wanld be un bnnd for his upi-
furm st 12, snd between those hours Couper
must moke lils attompt, Thoe doctors wont st
0:80, apd tho guards wbout the prison wern
chnuEul ot 10, As soon 88 the doclors went
out, Cooper, who kept on his old clothes, fur
he waw u thin man —we were all thin then -
wlipped on the uniform, which lncluded & gray
cap with a perfect mnze of gold Lice on the
crown, Wo had neverseen nuch s transforma-
tion, The now guned had bosn on wbout Bve
winntes when Cooper lald Lils hand on the
door, Hetook no loave and muale no fuss,  Ho
roasoned very propecly (it the new guanld
nenlng he was i ofieer, would suppose he T
enterwil the hospital while the ather guinrd won
ony und had Just conptoted | wilon,

AL this Instant Cooper's Jad Wiks siperh,
Hin oyos woere elonr and stemdy, and thore wos
wot the twitch of o wuscle 1o boteay the ners
vousness ha must bave felt, At longth, to the
greut rollof of pll, bo swung open the deor wnd
stopped ont, Through the brief ovenligg we siw
the gusrd saluting and the oft ristrning i,
Then the dvor u-i‘uurtl with s bang od Cooper
was free, The pest we heard of him ho was
mafe in Waslilngton,

1 have seen some apoplecti anger and have
bourd mueh Aeres swonring 1oy time, but I
UOVRT BAW B0 WOKTY B LG RS Adjutant La
Touche when he cnimie in for lils clothes sl noon
and found tho tallor had carried them off on his

K, # last thing Joe Toucho sald, ss he
b--[m'wlon of the hospitnl, won:

Cooper, T'Il shoot hi
T UOTor Berd el buich s dune VanEes HHELT
ALFiED R, CALIOUN,
i
H

CHASED BY LIGHTNING.

THE REV. DAD HEITER REAT THR
FLULID TO THE G ROUND.

Wtory Went Until Mo Worked It OF in n Sers
mon=A Missourl Connty Which Torns Owd
tihoat Wiaries, White Horse Morrors, and
Where Quantrell Planned Mis Mavsacre,

Jonxeon Cournry, Mo, Aug, 21, —Pisck
Water, Soaly Dlark, Dig and ear Crocks are the
walor conraes of this county, There was o time
when ghonts, Gorgons, hotrors and haleralsing
for-faw-fums had thelr hnunts along those
streams, Evon to-day one  comes nnawares
upon gravesiones in unfrequented places, bal
thie nnmos and epitaplis are worn away.

Thero s not much douht that this section was
tho starting place of many of tho storles which
drifted and drifted untll thele Mentity was losk
Thu flrst white comers to this countly were from
Virgitdn, Kentueky, Tonnesseo, and the Cares
lnng. The first towns of the county are gonse
You meet, pccasjonnlly, a man or woman whose
grandparcnts knew of Columbug, and Rose
Hill, and Beards and Brookstown, But these
towns closed up yenrs before the war,

The se: tlors were deeply religious, from thele
viewpoint, High ue was the camp mesting
apot whors the people mot annually and wors
shipped untdl their feevor was exhausted and
the absolute necossition of thelr various homes
enlled them back,

1t wos it one of thede eamp meetings that the
Rev, Mre. Holter told his lightning experianog,
and the story passed down from one genoration
to another. One doy the weltor was riding oves
what is still known In Johnson county as the
O Shawnee Traco -on old rond, The othes
wnn pointed to n chivech splre,

“Thes had hard work to hulld that ehuroly
thovigh, " snild the Missourian, whose oxisteno®
lanl heen contined to one county, * For o long
thine peoplewbo Hived about here turnod up their
noses when preachers hitchod and alighted. I
wan all on necount of old Dad Helter, That yarm
of bisat High oo made skoptics nnd lots of infls
dels, In thew days, so U've hoaen, prenchers had
to do othor things than preach, Some plonghed,
nnd some was bullders, and oceanionnlly, whea
they wasn't fit for anything eise, they kepd
schiool, when they conld find enough young nnes
to muke aschool. Dad Hoelter was & chimlay
builder, bullt chimleys to houses. Chimleys im
them days was hullt outslde of the house, and was

of slone and pometimes of wood, in which oase
it had to be plastered inslde with mud, so the
chimley wouldn't catch tire. They had to use
scaffolds o bullding the chimleyns, and the scaf-
‘%lld vlrun put up on long poles, higher than the
chlmley.

i Dmi wan preachiog at one of the High Blu
mweetings when a thundor s10rm came up, an
post of the congregation wanted to leave and
crowd {nto thelr wagons or cabine, HBut Dad
Helter badn't finhed, and he ealled to the
ple to show their falth by staying. e said It
they would wsk the Almighty to hold back the
raln nntll the sorwon was over He would do it

“Then he tuld of bis exverience with the
Ilfhlullm ITe was bulldin® & chimley, and was
atthe topof the sonffold when a atorm came
ut. He told how the lII;hlmnu-ﬂm’hndmd how
the winds bent treos, He had the echimley all but
tnlshed, and he asked the Lord to tarry the
storm until be tmt. through. Hut the Lard was
not incllued, sud Just then Dan sow & stre
Hgbtning making for bim, and be knew ho had
displeased the Lord in asking tod much, So he
Hung down his trowel nnd, ketehin® one of the
weaffold poles with bis hends, he locked his feat
an the pole nnd sHd down without putting on any
brakes, snd the winute he ltl‘!ll‘t the ground
the lightning which he had seen coming fols
lowed, and came down the polo right after him,
Dad bent it down,™

“DId the congregation stay 1" 2

“I've beard pap say that his pap,who was
thore right up o front, Jeading the singlug,
said thet the copgregution would o' stay
‘eansoe Dad wias a power as a preacher as
well as w chimley builder—but Iind hadn'y
uore 1 |{-}1‘ the words out when a streak
of lightning  hit a barrel of cider that sot
Just back of the stand where Dad hnd been
tearin' round, and split tho barrel to fline
dersawl bolled up the cider into stesm. hen
the congregation left, and the people said it was
o sign and that Dad was 8 woll in sheop's cloth-
ing: and the weeting nt High Blue broke ap, snd
sowme of the converts who was to have been bap-
tized thot day backslid and there was morn horse
stealinig that' winter than ever was known Im
Johnson gounty,"”

*Whnt\s tho connection botween Mr. Helter's
lightnlug story and the church which you
polnted out 1

iy Nu!hm. only Dad Helter lived in this neok
of the w 4, and you know how long It takes o
lamie o prejydice,’

Not far from the banks of Healy Bark O [
waterless runnel, there many years, is
Liotusstead site of s man who eae to Johnsoo
colunty with the distinction of having beon one
of the statt of Gon, Francis Marion, Of course,
the honscs tumbled 0ty yonrs ago. had &
family of three Loyvs and four girla. They grew
up, ns they any out here, on the old homestesd
windl all parried here, The Californin l‘ﬂuuot
‘44 took four of the family, The old Colonel said
that the child who remalned should inberit the
estnte, and one of the hoys so agreed,

The old Colonel selected a few feet of und
in =lght of his favorite window, where he nnd
his good wifo were to llo undisturbed ** against
allvomers whatsodever," as [t was written in his
will, He died soon after. For 1"““ his wife
sal at the window and watched his ;llrn ve during
thednays thut she waited. When ler last alck=
nems catlie they placed ber where shie could keep
up ber vigil,  Aftor her doath the =on whe
camo into the inheritance muade a falthful huse
bandian fur soveral yoars,

It was not untll a quarter of a century IR
that the following story coanced Lo be told and
lievast in Johnson county:

The son who had fpberited married, and hin
wife divdl sears after,  He married another
waolnan who was n vixen and he put the home-
stead in ler nome so that his children by i
first wife could not como in for their shinre, She
wold the bomestond and went awiay with ber
husband., “The vurchaser of the honestead held
It iy yenrs and sold it to another mnn who
Afd not ke to look nt w0 groveyvarl every time
e stodd B biis front door, and one day he hired
sotie ten to remove the fepuadns sl the totbe-
stunes and level the earth, But nothing wos
fouml inelther grave.”

" You couldn't minke the poovle on Sealy Bark
blleve for many o day,’’ =ald the Juhnsoo
county man who told the foreguing, *that the
ol Colonel didn’t get out of his grave with his
wifo anid move when the old bouestead was
sold, And it 18 well Kpown in the county to
thisday that the farm hins cossed 1o yield; the
orchurd 8 biurren, and while the place has
on the miarket s Jlung tiwo the ownor has nover
Biwd i bid,"

There Is a white bridge over Black Water, &
sliegish stronw, tho banks of wnlch are h:i.
atnd overgrown with willow, which gives the
witors all thv more doletul nppearance.

P hs wite" midd one of the Johnson countys
Itew, polntinge to the bridge, * wii the only ford
i Blwek Water up to the twmeof the bresking
out of the war. Thers was i nan who lived ten
witles bnek who hsd s doughter, nnd she ran
awwiky with n Fuumf fellow who was not liked by
e father, ‘They Lad soveral miles tho start bes
fore the old toan found ont whoat was up, snd he
golloped in pursuit. He come in sight of lgl.
elupers elelit here Just as Lochinysre spureed his
hiorse into the water, which was high and swift.

he youngsters never got scross, and, although
the wisters run down, and sarch was wide for
watk v iy, the bodles were nevor found,

“For venrs after the old pian’s death hie v od
tobo seen drossed In white on his white b =se
and with n shotgun on bis shouwlder on ‘s
sory site when the nlght wos the bluekest and
the water was lighest, The ford was desert
wnd peaple went out of thelr way to escape |
until eversbody of that time ddied off and ﬂI..
new genvration bullt this bridge, You seo it'e
white.  Well, the story is that the county didn’s
palut I, por yel sny cithizen. And soie of the
olil women say it wias palnted by the ghost of
the voung wolin who fed with Tachinvar, nnd
that the ghosts Keep it painteid white in her
wemnry,'’

Thesy nre

amples of Johinson county stories,
Wherevor stops for the ni one onn be aee
wipod of hosring reeitals liko these, One thing,
however, In true, It wis bore, on'the bank o
Hinck  Water, that Quaentrell, the faimous
guerrilln, gnthorod the mien whot conlid trusty
the Jnwen boys, the Youngerd i, Javrells,
Blunt, Gregg, and Anderson, nod at the house
of Capt, P'urdes, the site of whivh i-"mlnlwi ont,
plauned the Lawrence masancre, The plan con-
Iuted In Quantrell naking onch of his men what
t.n wanted to do, wnd onch man replica: ' Laws
rence of bell, hut with one provise. Lhnt we
overy mnle thing."”

Yo Change & Curranl for Cllnsto's Aake.
From the Morning thregoniun

A 'l‘uilo‘iuurunl In responsibie for the follows
hIF: *Viediyostock, belng the terminus of the
Kiberian milway, Is & most important port in
Ttunsin, Nutwllimlmullnu this tact, over four
months during the cold season the uport s
Blocked with fee and spring trafe (s entirely
frapossilile, wnd  therefors  the railway loses
ek of ats mdvantsges, The Husslan authori-
ties by e endeas nn-.l for nehy Yours Lo conguee
pod e, i soto. Yours ago lcobroaking ships
were dntroduced 1o birenk open the ve, but It has
Lttt Foined thint the operntion s aselons,

YA certaln englieer has hil wpon Lhe rather

i iden of reclnimli ‘ont pnrt
Tartur Stralt, betwoeen Saghinlien and the
pn ipadnland, e is of opauion, if this s
Lies cCobd carrent that onters e Japaness
v Arotle, vin Bebring Strnits, will ba
Keul, nind the passago of the warmer tde,
eotaiige frow the sodth, through  the BSuy-
philvins Steadt, will maskes the water on the coss
1, 8 well an ot Viadivostook, warner,

lntter will be wanuer all the Il.“
This sclioine wius presontod to the Ruse

aud the
nrovnd,
sinn Governmaent for approval, and it (s now se-

gn od {n Its luvestigations, There s & probes
ity af this plece of smart engineering ng
ontered upon After the complelion of the

rian r:ilw-;r.'_
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